
Instrumentation: Trumpet in C, Flugel Horn in Bb, Trombone, Horn in F, Tuba

About the music

The piece is in the form of a dialogue. The initial statement, characterized by triplet 

rhythms and intervals of fourths and seconds is proposed by the trumpet and 

trombone. This might be considered the 'cylindrical' point of view. In contradiction,

the statement presented by the horn and tuba consists of fifths and thirds, and ends 

with rhythmic syncopation. The 'conical' point of view is contrasting. The flugel 

horn acts as a mediator in the discussion, assumes fragments of each theme, and 

a#empts to arbitrate between the two viewpoints.

New ideas, or themes, are presented freely as the conversation progresses. Pairs of 

instruments combine in agreement, and analogies are evident between the 

developing concepts and the original statements. Still, a consensus is not reached 

until the meter changes, and the flugel horn presents a new idea. This is an 

acceptable compromise, and all the instruments echo in agreement. Throughout the

piece dissonance is controlled, and the mood is that of polite disagreement rather 

than belligerent argument. The conclusion is by mutual accord, not necessarily 

unanimity of opinion. The players part friends.
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